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Stimulus funds give college face-lift 


32 new ‘smart’ 
classrooms created, 


library renovated 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Students are stepping into new 
and improved classrooms this January 
as a result of $3.2 million of federal 
~ stimulus money NECC received from 
the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to upgrade 
technology and improve energy effi- 
ciency on campus. 

32 traditional classrooms, 26 in 
Haverhill and six in Lawrence, were 
transformed into “smart” classrooms 
with the latest in computer, web and 
projection technology. 

These new smart classrooms 
received new document imaging cam- 
eras, instructor desks, DVD/VCR's 
and projectors with wall-mounted 
control panels. Also, all chalkboards 
were replaced with whiteboards. 

“The objective is every classroom 
will have the same look and technolo- 
gy, PC's and desk configuration,” said 
Sue Wolfe, vice president of finance 
and administration. 

The other highly visible project is 
the renovation of the first floor of the 
library on the Haverhill campus. 

This renovation involves transi- 
tioning the layout of the first floor 
from a traditional “aisle and stack” 


environment to a more open learning 
commons area, giving students a com- 
fortable space conducive to working 
together. 

Additional computer instructional 
space was created in the library with 
the construction of a new computer 


+ resource area. 


Wolfe also said the reference 
stacks will be relocated and a new cir- 
culation desk installed over spring 
break. 

The ARRA funds were also used 
to make the campus more energy effi- 
cient. 

Aging equipment, such as air-con- 
ditioning units and lighting, were 
replaced with newer models, which 
will result in reduced energy con- 
sumption and long-term cost savings, 
according to Wolfe. 

Energy efficient lighting and light- 
ing monitors were installed in the 
library and C, B, and E buildings. 

Wolfe expects this energy conser- 
vation initiative will reduce the col- 
lege's energy consumption by 20 per- 
cent. 

“We expect it will save $100's of 
thousands over the next few years,” 
she said. 

President David Hartleb was 
excited to receive this stimulus money. 

“Many of these projects will help 
us save money in the long run and our 
students will definitely benefit from 
the enhanced learning environment,” 
he said. 

Hartleb said the money is espe- 


cially important since the college's 
budget was hit hard last year. State 
support to the college was cut by $3.3 
million during the last year. 

However, the stimulus funding 
will not be able to solve all of the col- 
lege's budget problems. 

Hartleb said because the $3.2 mil- 
lion in ARRA funds was one time 
funding, it was not used to support on- 
going operations, only to invest in new 
projects. 

According to Hartleb, the stimulus 
funds have many restrictions such as 
not being able to cover personnel costs 
or employee fringe benefits. 

Wolfe said the college expects to 
receive an additional $1.2 million of 
stimulus funding in March to make up 
for what was lost in state support from 
October's 9C budget reductions. 

According to Wolfe, unlike the 
initial stimulus funding, this money 
will not be used for new projects. 

“Tt will be just to replace what we 
lost. We have a great deal of flexibili- 
ty of how we can use this money,” she 
said. “The primary concern is that this 
is one-time money. We're going to 
have to use it for normal, regular oper- 
ating costs. We just don't have a 
choice.” 

A complete list of projects at 
NECC approved under the ARRA fed- 
eral stimulus funding can be found at: 
http://betablog.necc.mass.edu/intra/fo 
rum/files/2009/07/arra-sfsf-spending- 


plan_final.pdf 


Julie Varney photo 


Ramon Suero and Frank Dushame of IT Client 
Services test the newly installed equipment in the 
new smart classrooms in the Spurk building. 


Help for Haiti: Ways to donate 


MCT Campus photo 
A young boy walks past 
boxes of humanitarian 
daily rations in Haiti. 


Local organizations 
pull together 
in relief effort 


»~By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Features Editor 


On Tuesday, Jan. 12 a massive 
7.0 magnitude earthquake struck 
Haiti near the capital Port-au- 
Prince killing among many others 
their archbishop Joseph Serge 
Miot and their vicar general 
Monsignor Charles Benoit. The 
estimates on death totals are said 
to be a minimum of 200,000 peo- 
ple. People feel compelled to help 
out and there are many ways one 
can do so. Even if one does not 
have the financial means to help, 
one can volunteer his or her time. 


On Friday, Jan. 22 a group of 


people consisting of music artists, 
actors, actresses, and even former 
presidents got together and held a 
telethon called “Hope for Haiti.” 
This telethon raised $58 million to 
date setting a new record for 


amount of money raised by the 
general public. This amount does- 
n't even include donations by cor- 
porations, large private donors, or 
iTunes sales. To donate and enjoy 
the music performed at the 
telethon order the “Hope for Haiti” 
album, which is currently the #1 
iTunes album in 18 countries. 
People can continue to donate 


‘ online at 


www.hopeforhaitinow.org. 

While there are hundreds of 
different organizations online to 
which you can donate, there are 
some local ones as well. 

Margot's Gallery on Wingate 
St. in Haverhill serves as a local 
drop-off point for donations to 
Partners in Health. PIH has been 
working with Haiti for years. Also 
local Red Cross locations are 
accepting drop off donations. 

Parishes in the Archdiocese of 
Boston in Haverhill are taking sec- 
ond collections at services on 
weekends until the end of January. 
These parishes include Saint 
James and Saint John Baptist. 
Good Shepherd United Methodist 


Church in Haverhill will donate 
100 percent of funds directly to 
relief operations. For those that 
don't have the money, spend some 
time packing up medical equip- 
ment to be shipped to Haiti. 
International Medical Equipment 
Collaborative, a non-profit based 
organization in North Andover, 
sends emergency medical equip- 
ment and supplies. 

If people cant or don't want to 
go out and volunteer or drop-off 
doantions they have the option of 
just texting. Donating has become 
very convenient and easy to do. 
There's even a cause application 
on Facebook that lets people add 
the Haitian relief effort to their 
page and donate money. The appli- 
cation is provided by HERO (Haiti 
emergency relief organization) 

People are doing everything 
they can from dressing in red and 
blue, the color of Haiti's flag to 
donating even $1 per person, to 
rallying and raising thousands of 
dollars. Everything makes a differ- 
ence to the thousands of suffering 
people in Haiti. 


Listed bélow are just a few of 
hundreds of ways to help’ with 
Haitian relief efforts: 


*www.unicef.org or 1-800- 
4UNICEF - focuses on children and 
100 percent of the proceeds go to 
Haiti 

*www.worldvision.org/Haiti 

*www.paybyweb.com - a way to 
donate online through the Red 
Cross 

*www.crs.org - Catholic Relief 
Services 

*www.haiti411.com = - 
emergency relief organization 

*“www.new.gbgm- 
umc.org/umcor - Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church in 
Haverhill. 

*Text HAITI to 90999 for a $10 
donation to be made to the Red 
Cross 

*Text-yele to 510 510 for a $5 
donation to be made to Wyclef 
Jean's yele Haiti earthquake fund. 

*Text Haiti to 25383 for a $5 
donation to Internal Rescue 
Committee 

*To donate your time packaging 
medical equipment and supplies call 
Medical Equipment Collaborative 
in North Andover, 978-557-55 100 


Haiti 


, Page 


Let’s help Haiti 
here at NECC 


to be part of this, and we encourage 
all other students on campus and 
leaders of student groups to join us, 
as well as faculty, staff and adminis- 
trators. 

Students at college and high 
schools across the United States have 
made impressive fundraising efforts 
and raised incredible amounts of 
money. Let's show that we can do 
the Northern Essex 
Community College, and show the 
true spirit of the word “community.” 
This is truly a cause the whole cam- 
pus can rally around. 

All those intrested in making a 
difference and helping the cause are 
welcome to come the Community 
Outreach Group meeting on Monday, 
Feb.1 at noon in C-106. We hope to 
see you there. 


The images are harrowing, the 
sounds haunting; hands sticking up 
through rubble, children screaming 
in pain. Seeing the physical and 
humanitarian devastation in Haiti has 
driven many people to help in any 
way they can. Whether it's as simple 
as sending a text message to donate 
money or as extensive as planning a 
trip to Haiti, people have rallied to 
support the Haitian people. 

Here at NECC, we hope to do the 
same. The Community Outreach 
Group, in the true spirit of its name, 
is helping to organize a Haiti relief 
fundraiser on campus. They are 
encouraging all students and student 
groups to help take part in this effort. 

We at the Observer are privileged 


same at 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 
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Issue 
#9 
#10 
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April 28 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 

The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 

may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 

We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we resérve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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MCT campus cartoon 


What are some thoughts you would say 
to the victims of the Haiti earthquake ? 
Pn a 


Naylene Gomez 

Radiologic Techonolgy 

“J think they were kind of ignored 
before because they were suffer- 
ing before this.” 


April Anamisis 

Liberal Arts 

“Hang in there. Everyone is help- 
ing as much as they can.” 


Reanne Malesky 

Business Transfer 

“I hope the relief efforts continue 
to be strong.” 


Photos/Interviews by Chantal McGovern 


Matthew Bowden Christopher Dow 

General Studies Education Liberal Arts: Journalism/ 
“What can I say to the entire “My best wishes are with them. I Communication 

population?” hope they know we all care about “My boss is actually from Haiti so 


them.” we are trying to do something.” 


Brown’s cam ar paign wins 


Neighbor to the north 
approves of Mass. 
voters ’ choice 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


Much to 
my chagrin, 
my status as a 
New Hampshire 
resident kept 
me from being 
able to vote 
in the 
Massachusetts 
election last 

4 week that led 
Scott Brown to Capitol Hill. As an 
independent, I was unaffiliated with 
either side. 

While some call Scott Brown's 
win an upset, when you look at the 
way both campaigns were run, I think 
the only surprise should be on the 
democratic side, as well as where the 
blame should go. So why did Brown 
take the long-held democratic seat? I 
think the first reason is the most obvi- 
ous. 


Were I able to vote, it would have 
gone to Brown. Not necessarily 
because I like him or his policies, but 
because he stands as a huge hurdle in 
the way of Obama's health reform 
bill getting passed. A bill that the 
majority of the country doesn't seem 
to want and I take a firm stand 
against. Brown was smart enough to 
not just take a stand with saying that 
he would vote against it, he made it 
the central theme of his campaign. 
This by itself was enough was 
enough to steal away the majority of 
independent voters and even a few 
liberal leaning Democrats. Brown 
was the recipiant of luck and good 
timing and played it well. The inde- 
pendent voters are all too often 
ignored by both parties, but Brown 
went against the normal procedures 
and truly reached out to us. 

Another reason Brown won was 
simply because of Coakley's cam- 
paign. Not only was it poorly run and 
executed, but there was a sense of 
entitlement and arrogance, both from 
Coakley and the democratic side. 
One of the biggest peeves I had while 
watching the campaign unfold was 
the constant reference to “Ted 
Kennedy's seat in the Senate.” It is 
not Ted Kennedy's seat. It is a U.S. 


oe 


Senate seat that was held by Ted 
Kennedy. There were people that 
held the seat before him and those 
who will hold it after. Ted Kennedy is 
dead and therefore irrelevant to either 
campaign. I believe the constant ref- 
erences to the deceased that the blue 
side thought would play on people's 
sympathies actually drove them away 
as it showed that they needed to play 
up a dead person rather than have 
Coakley stand on her own. The fact 
that Brown even won Kennedy's 
hometown of Hyannisport is proof 
enough of this. 

Coakley stood as a candidate 
who was weak and ill prepared for 
the job. While riding the coattails of 
the Kennedy legacy and filling her 
political ads with his family mem- 
bers, she alienated herself with her 
actions. Firstly, despite her lead slip- 
ping, she took a week long Christmas 
vacation while Brown continued to 
campaign hard. When asked if she 
was being to passive with her cam- 
paign, she said, “As opposed to 
standing outside Fenway Park? In the 
cold? Shaking hands?” The com- 
ment, while aimed at one of Brown's 
ads, came across as completely elitist 
and made an enemy of her to the 
many citizens of Red Sox Nation and 


many others in general. Her cam- 
paign was obviously in shambles 
well before last Tuesday, but the last 
minute rush of needed money and the 
completely desperate attempts at 
having Obama sway voters two days 
before the election were so pathetic it 
was laughable. 

Lastly, while many point fingers 
at what went wrong and who is to 
blame, it is far too often that credit is 
simply not given where it is due. 
Brown ran the better campaign from 
all aspects. He showed himself as the 
common man, while Coakley showed 
herself as being above everyone else. 
The same people who complained 
about Brown's truck being a “gim- 
mick” are the same ones who one 
year ago used, “Change,” and, “Yes, 
we can,” as often as they said hello 
and goodbye and have no place to 
comment. The future for Brown may 
very well be one of greater riches as 
he seems to me a rarity as someone 
who could not only appeal to blue 
states, but also the extreme conserva- 
tives of the south. Only time will tell, 
but until 2012 at least, Brown will be 
fighting for those who don't always 
think change is a good thing and 
those who say, “No, you can't.” 
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Massachusetts voted 
along with Scott Brown, 
shown here picking up 


his ballot. 


Student explains privilege of gun ownership 


To the Editor: 


. This letter is in response to Sam 
Sawyer's column “American gun 
control laws are weak” (Dec. 16, 
2009). I'd like to start by saying that 
I currently hold a Class “A” LTC 
(License to Carry) in the state of 
Massachusetts, and I'd say that hav- 
ing a license to carry a concealed 
weapon or anything related to 
firearms in this state is not a right but 
a privilege. Reading this article 
inspired me to write and explain 
some of the laws, and requirements 
and to educate readers more on this 
matter. 

Yes, I must agree that Sam 
Sawyer’s view on gun control laws is 
very unpopular and that's because he 
has some of his facts wrong. Like I 
said earlier, having any type of 
firearms license in this state is a priv- 
ilege because our state doesn't really 
care that the 2nd amendment says “a 
well regulated Militia, being neces- 
sary to the security of a free State, the 
right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed.” I can 
see that the militia part is well outdat- 
ed but the rest is not. We, as the free 
people of the United States have the 
right to bear arms. This is part of our 
Constitution, which is never going to 
change but that doesn't mean that leg- 
islators and politicians can't make 
‘rules to this and so many have. I'm 
not saying that everybody should 
have one either, that's why I praise 
that laws that are in place and require 
a detailed background check and psy- 
chological check in order to be able 
to possess a permit. 

Requirements such as a firearms 
safety course certificate, application, 
appointment with local police, fin- 
gerprints, photo, background check 
and waiting period make it very diffi- 
cult, sometimes even impossible, to 
acquire a firearms license in our 
state. I've known people that have 
given up trying and admit that our 
state laws are extremely strict. I 
admit that we have so many of our 


crimes and murders that include a 
firearm. Many of these are obvious- 
ly committed with an illegal firearm 
acquired by either a felon or a person 
that had a record and couldn't get a 
permit. 

Let's also not forget that an appli- 
cant can be disqualified and not be 
able to obtain any type of licenses if 
you've committed many criminal 
offenses such as a felony, assault and 
battery, shoplifting over $100, oper- 
ating under the influence and a viola- 
tion of any law involving weapons, 
ammunition or any law regulating 
controlled substances. 

It's a law in our state, that if you 
possess any type of firearm(s) in your 
home, you MUST keep it in a 
secured locked container equipped 
with a tamper resistant mechanical 
lock or other safety device, properly 
engaged so as to render such weapon 
inoperable by any person other than 
the owner or other lawfully author- 
ized user. If you are found otherwise, 
you are fined between $500 to 
$5,000, could face prison time and 
you lose your permit and will not be 
able to get it back after. Here's a Web 
site with the current Massachusetts 
Gun Laws and_ restrictions: 
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eop- 
stopic&L=2&L0=Home&L 1=Firear 
ms+Registration+%26+Laws&sid=E 
eops. 

If you attend a gun show in 
Massachusetts, you buy a firearm 
from a FFL dealer (Federal Firearms 
License) which you have to provide 
them with your permit and fill out an 
application that includes serial num- 
ber, address, and all sorts of informa- 
tion of where this firearm(s) will be 
located. If you buy a firearm out of 
state, like in N.H., the firearm(s) that 
you buy must first be Massachusetts 
compliant and that NH FFL dealer 
will then ship it to a FFL dealer in our 
state. You go and pick up your 
firearm(s), provide permit identifica- 
tion and fill out paperwork. You are 
allow to sell to another citizen from 
our state but they must provide to you 


proof of their permit and when the 


- transaction is done, they have seven 


days to fill out and send in form FA- 
10 to our state ATF and firearms 
bureau locator, We are allowed to 
only sell four firearms per year, that's 
only for face to face transactions. In 
case that you move, you have to fill 
out an address change form, which 
you then submit to your local Chief 
of Police of the town that you moved 
in and another to Executive Director 
of the Criminal History Systems 
Board. Failure to do so will get your 
permit revoked and/or you will not 
be able to renew it after it expired. 
Some of our neighbor states have 
much less strict gun laws that we do. 
For example, if you're a Vermont res- 
idence, you can walk into a gun store 
and buy a gun and get it the same day 
and the same goes for New 
Hampshire but you must be a New 
Hampshire or Vermont resident and 
you do go through a quick back- 
ground check but not as it's done in 
Massachusetts. 
illegal firearms coming into our 
states, across the state lines. If you're 
not a Massachusetts resident, you 
MUST apply for a non-resident per- 
mit and submit it to our state, which 
then does a background check and 
the Colonel of the State Police will 
agree or disagree with the applicant, 
then that person is allowed to bring a 


We want to h 


This is how a lot of | 


firearm into the state legally. The 
same applies for us. If I wanted to 
cross state line, I must submit for a 
non-resident permit for that state and 
wait to hear back from their State 
Police. 

Just recently the ban on firearms 
was lifted in Washington, D.C. and 
now certain citizens are allowed to 
keep firearms in their homes but are 
not allowed to carry concealed. Even 
with the ban on firearms, our capital 
had a really crime rate. Have you 


ever been to the slums and ghettos of - 


our capital? A lot of those places are 
very intimidating and dangerous and 
even with the ban there were around 
46,000 people that were involved in 
some type of firearms related crime 
or murder. So, does it look like the 
ban of firearms in D.C. worked? You 
do the math. 

In Massachusetts, if someone 
breaks into your home and that per- 
petrator is weaponless and doesn't 
make you feel like you're in extreme 
danger of losing your life, you 
CAN'T shoot that person with your 
firearm. The key to be able to shoot 
is that the perpetrator must be armed 
and prove to be a threat to your life or 
anyone residing in your household. 
Just because someone breaks into 
your home doesn't give you a right to 
act like this is the Wild West and 
shoot them death. Of course this 


> 


G Ok 


same law does not apply to other 
states such as New Hampshire, where 
a perpetrator breaks into your home 
and regardless you can shoot them, 
live free or die. So as you can see, 
having a firearm at home doesn't 
really need to be for self-defense as 
there are laws that are in placed that 
make you think before you just open 
fire at someone breaking into your 
home. r 

I hope that my letter has shed 
some light on such a heated debate in 
our country. Citizens like me, that 
have a license to carry, are extremely 
responsible with our firearms, and we 
know and realize that huge responsi- 
bility that we have and we don't take 
lightly because of this privilege that 
we've been given. I firmly believed 
in our Constitution and what it says. 
It gives us the rights that no one else 
in the world has and it makes us the 
country that we are. I know and 
understand that we are not perfect but 
we are looked upon by other nations 
and I'm proud to be part of this 
nation. Again, I hope that-you learned 
something from the information that 
I provided to you. 


Sincerely, 


Johanlet Medrano 
NECC Criminal Justice student 
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The Taliban is recruiting children 


Terrorists brainwash 
kids into commiting 
volient acts 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


iain oe 
Pakistani 
media first 
reported the 
findings of 
a terrorist 
training 
camp locat- 
ed in the 
mountain- 
tops of 
Pakistan this past December. 

The Pakistani army has since 
taken over the center after a three-day 
fight with militant forces. They have 
since released alarming reports of the 
activity that happened at the terrorist 
training camp allegedly run by the 
Taliban. 

The individuals trained at the 
center were local Pakistani children 
between the ages of 12 and 18. Their 
parents willing sent them to the camp 
thinking their children would be 
receiving an education, food and 
shelter. 

They were sent in hope for a 
future far better off than the violence 
happening the Middle East today. 
Ironically, despite their expectations, 
the children did not get the promising 
education instead they got a much 
different experienc \ 


Obama has my faith 


President came into 
office with problems 
we expect him to fix 


By EmILy Morse 
Correspondent 


When US President Barack Obama began to 


According to the Pakistani mili- 
tary the children at the center were 
told that the rivers of heaven held 
“milk and honey” where they would 
feast along side the holy prophet, and 
that “virgins” were waiting there for 
them. 

The children were also taught 
that life on Earth was insignificant 
and the only life is in heaven after 
death. They were also brainwashed 
into believing that all Muslim suicide 
bombers were sent to heaven and for 
them to go to heaven they would 
have to also do something good. 

They also went through extensive 
training in weaponry including 
ambush techniques and the use of 
suicide bombers’ jackets. Many of 
the children were also given a 
“hands-on” learning approach when 
their teachers brought them onto trips 
to attack military bases, leading 
many to become injured or even 
killed during the violent fights. 

The kids were raised in environ- 
ments surrounded by poverty and 
violence making them easy targets to 
brainwash. The center offered the 
students a sliver of hope and a quick 
escape away from their everyday 
lives. 

The Pakistani military said the 
facility could house between 200 and 
300 children. Although the Taliban 
denies reports the facility was theirs, 
they admitted to actively training 
children in Pakistan, as well as 
Afghanistan, throughout the Middle 
East and Central Asia, to become sui- 
cide bombers. 

“They have been brainwashed. 
Brainwashed against people like you 
and me,” Psychologist Fareecha 


Percha said in an interview with 
CNN, who has treated boys trained to 
become suicide bombers by the 
Taliban. 

One boy, whose name cannot be 
released for safety purposes, told 
Percha if he had a suicide bombers’ 
jacket he'd use it. Another boy stated 
to Percha that he would kill for God 
if given the chance. 

Percha said the boys were unpre- 
dictable and may never be able to 
function in society again due to the 
mental trauma they face. The 
Pakistani army fears if boys who 
were in terrorist training camps 
return home they will punished. 

“Almost 90 percent of suicide 
bombers, if you look at their profile 
are 12 to 18 years old,” said Taliban 
expert Zahid Hussein. 

The Taliban have been bombing 
schools in Pakistan. This is because 
they realized with the population 
receiving an education it will become 
increasingly more difficult to obtain 
members, 

“The vast majority of the 
Taliban's foot soldiers are illiterate 
and impoverished but it says in the 
Koran (Islamic Holy Book) they 
have to get permission from their 
mothers before they can join (a 
fight),” said Greg Mortenson, direc- 
tor of the Central Asia Institute 
(CAI). 

The CAI is currently educating 
40 thousand children specifically 
focused on educating girls in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Proficient 
progress is being achieved thus far 
because the Taliban hasn't destroyed 
schools the CAI has set up. 

In fact, some of the teachers in 


Child’s play could become a deadly reality for 
children in Pakistan recruited by the Taliban into 


terrorist training camps. 


CAI are actually former members of 
the Taliban. This may raise some 
concern among individuals however 
these former members can help the 
younger generations understand the 
real cruelty of the Taliban. 

The war on terror that American 
is fighting is not just “America's” war 
but also every single nation's war. 
One of the foremost issues in fighting 
the war on terror is the absence of 
education and hope in poverty strick- 
en countries. 


A. College 
that fits 
Merrimack. 


The world needs to focus more 
on educating and providing children 
with opportunity so terrorism does 
not become an option. There needs to 
be more programs like CAI of course 
this will be costly but we need to pre- 
vent terrorism. Everyone is a victim 
of the cruelty of terrorism especially 
those nianipulated into thinking 
killing others and themselves 
because they are convinced this is the 
only escape of their everyday life. 


set off his plan to send 30,000 troops to 
Afghanistan, it led myself and others to be skepti- 
cal about him. He allegedly wants to strengthen 
the eight-year war effort. I feel like Obama 's try- 
ing to please everybody. 

“After 18 months, our troops will begin to 
come home,” Obama pledged. We've all heard this 
before which is why I feel so uncertain what 
exactl y feel about President Obama at the 
moment. 

Nonetheless, I give our President total props 
for confidently coming into the presidency after 
the mess George Bush left him in charge of. 
Taking out the troops would politically ruin his 


reputation in not only Washington but the rest of 


the states. 

I'm not saying it's his fault we have troops still 

fighting Afghanistan, I'm saying let's increase the 
peace and slowly increase the number of soldiers 
coming home to the states. President Obama came 
into office with all these problems that people 
expect him to just fix fight away. Things take time 
people, lets give him time and a chance to make a 
cl . , 
Even though, sending the extra troops will 
cost the US military a whopping $32.4 billion, it 
has to be done for our country’s sake. President 
Obama said the troop increase in Afghanistan 
would be made possible by the impending troop 
drawdown in Iraq. 

Yes, he should not have told us that the troops 
would be out of Afghanistan by a certain date but 
they. will be out, it just takes time. 

Yoo can mush things like this. With an estimat- 

ed 38,000 US troops currently serving in 
Afghariistan. Our military official believes the 
increased troop levels should last three to four 


MCT Campus Photo 
President Barack Obama isn’t 
the one to blame. 


years. 

But Administration officials had said there 
was no clear timeline. Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates said the original mission in Afghanistan was 
“too broad” and needs to be more “tealistic and 
focused” for our country to become successful. 

There is nobody to blame but the man who 
brought us into the mess in which our country cur- 
rently is: George Bush. 

So I plan to continue keeping my faith in you 
Obama, just don't let me down and more impor- 
tantly don't let your country down. 

We had strong faith in you when you first 
came into office. I think that sometimes the hard- 
est thing and the right thing are the same and in 
order to stop the war in Afghanistan he must finish 
what was started. 


If you're thinking about a degree 
in business, education, science, 
engineering, or liberal arts, 


consider this: 


¢ Easy transfer application 


process and generous transfer 


credit approval 


¢ Transfer admission for both fall 


and spring semesters 


* Housing available to transfer 
students 


¢ Cooperative Education and 
internships available 


e Financial aid available for 
transfer students 


¢ Transfer scholarships available to 


eligible students ranging from 
$5,000-$15,000 


with our Director of Transfer 
Admission. 


Contact John Mclaughlin at 
mclaughlinj@merrimack.edu. 


www.merrimack.edu 
admissionfamerrimack.edu 


978-837-5100 


| Merrimack College 


NORTH ANDOVER, MA 


Pirates, hun 


Somalians are denied 
basic necessities 
despite best efforts 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


: Every 

3.6 sec- 
onds some- 
one dies of 
starvation 
> in the 
=) world, and 
there are 
approxi- 
mately one 
billion people around the world 
who at this very moment are suf- 
fering from hunger. 

In fact almost 18 thousand 
children die everyday from 
hunger, which is an unbelievable 
number. These deaths are prevent- 
able yet somehow we let them fall 
through the cracks. 

In America most of us are 
lucky to have enough food to eat 
and don't have to worry about our 
children's ribs poking through 


their chest. Even if we are suffer- - 


5 ae 
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ing from hunger there are food 
banks and help readily available. 

However, in the African coun- 
try of Somali the picture is quite 
different: one of desperation and 
death. By August 2009 the country 
was facing the worst humanitarian 
crisis since the 1991 - 1992 
famine. More than half the coun- 
try is in need of aid totaling to 
approximately 3.64 million peo- 
ple. Help is trying to give these 
people food and water however 
supplies are limited. 

The World Food Program con- 
tinues to attempt to give individu- 
als aid but the job is becoming 
increasingly more difficult. 

In the past year four workers 
were killed, and threats from mili- 
tant forces continue to make their 
jobs nearly impossible. 

"The depth and scale of the 
crisis in Somalia is extremely 
alarming to us all - in some parts 
acute malnutrition levels surpass 
emergency threshold levels," said 
the World Food Program's Somalia 
Country Director Peter Goossens. 
"We urge everyone to respect this 
vital humanitarian operation, 
which is feeding the desperately 


hungry." 


One of the recent threats 


ger 


occurred in November when the 
militant group al-Shabaab said 
they would attack unless the 
agency bought food from local 
Somali farmers and stop sending 
aid. 

Another factor stopping relief 
efforts from coming into Somali is 
pirates. Whenever a ship comes 
into Somalia, they must have 
navel escorts alongside the ships 
so pirates don't hijack them. This 
is costly, therefore limiting the 
amount of aid coming into Somali. 

According to the World Food 
Program other threats to food 
security are civil unrest, droughts, 
the fragile environments and 
floods in the south. 

Despite all of these factors the 
World Food Program along with 
their private sector YUM! Brands 
continue to donate money and sup- 
plies. 

To me the World Hunger 
Program still giving aid sends an 
hopeful message and not just the 
people in Somali but also to peo- 
ple all over the world. It lets them 
know that there are organizations 
out there, which will give them aid 
against unbeatable odds especially 
in times like these when millions 
are now left homeless in Haiti. 


_ WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY Y 


Just 2'/ hours from Northern 


Essex Community College is a 


student-oriented university 


devoted to academic excellence 


and a strong sense of community. 


Our majors include nationally 


ranked programs in arts and 


sciences, business, health sciences 


and communications. And we're 


committed to using the credits 


you've already earned. Visit 


www.quinnipiac.edu to see 


why Quinnipiac is your next 
step toward a bachelor’s degree 


and the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 
275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 

203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 


Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


threaten Somalia 


Naval ships are needed to escort boats into 
Somalia to ward off the threat of pirates 
hijacking ships and resources. 


Finish your 4-year degree at Green Mountain College. 
The nation’s leading environmental liberal arts school offers: 


# Rolling Admissions 
= A generous transfer policy (up to 90 credits) 


® Financial aid (up to $20,000 in merit and other scholarships) 
# 25 academic majors & certificate programs 
= Cutting edge curriculum that will prepare you for the emer 


green economy. 


Green Mountain College 
One Brennan Circle 
Poultney, VT 05764 


admissions.greenmtn.edu 
800-776-6675 
admiss@greenmtn.edu 
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Events 


Calendar 


FEBRUARY 


1 MONDAY 


= The Community 
Outreach Group (COG) will 
hold a meeting at noon in 
room C-106 for any students 
and campus groups interest- 
ed in participating in a Haiti 
relief fundraiser on campus. 

All students and clubs on 
campus interested in making 
a difference and helping the 
cause are encouraged to 
attend the informational meet- 
ing. For more information 
contact Reanne Malesky at 
rtmalesky @ yahoo.com. 


® The Christian Club will 
meet at noon in room C-108. 
The meeting will consist of 
pizza, planning and prayer. 

For more information con- 
tact Elizabeth Wilcoxson at 
ewilcoxson @necc.mass.edu 


3 WEDNESDAY 


® The Contemporary 
Affairs Club will meet at noon 
in room C-110 to discuss 
“Obama - One year later,” fea- 
turing Professor Richard 
Padova. Pizza will be served. 
_ For more information con- 
tact Professor Steve Russell 
at srussell@necc.mass.edu. 


® Parnussus, NECC’s 
award winning literary arts 
magazine, will hold its first 
meeting of the spring semes- 
ter at noon in conference 
room C314. Those interested 
in joing the staff or contributu- 
ing to the magazine should 
attend. 

For more information con- 
tact Professor Patrick Lochelt 
at plochelt @ necc.mass.edu. 


THURSDAY 


® A ski trip to Nashoba 
Valley ski area will be departing 
from NECC at around 4 p.m. 
Cost is $25 with a valid NECC 
1.D, $32 for non-NECC 
Students. Price includes |ift 
ticket and _ transportation. 
Students are allowed to bring 
one person who does not 
attend NECC. 
_-_® Asecond ski trip will be 
held Mar. 7 at Gunstock 
Mountain. Sign up early and 
save - cost for the first six 
NECC students to sign up, with 
a valid NECC ID, is only $40. 
Cost for remaining students is 
$50. Students are allowed to 
bring on non-NECC person. 
The cost is $55. Prices include 
lift ticket and transportation. 

For more information con- 
tact Maureen Saliba at msali- 
ba@necc.mass.edu. 


know what 
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NECCS joint 
admission programs 
leave students hopeful 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 


While 
Battending 
NECC most 
students 
intend to 
eventually 
transfer out 
to a four-year 

a = — school before 
they obtain their associates 
degrees. To them this will be 
more efficient and allow them to 
cut time off their schooling. 
However, what most students fail 
to realize is that by obtaining 
your associates degree at NECC 
you are automatically able to 
attend any state school of your 
choice through the joint admis- 
sions program that NECC has 
with the state colleges and uni- 
versities of Massachusetts. This 
program allows you to focus on 
your career and long-term goals 
without going through the agony 
of the admissions process and 
fear of being denied. The pro- 
gram allows students to look 


Campus Life 


ahead and complete what they 
had set out to do in the first 
place, earn a college degree. 

“I learned about the program 
through the chairperson of the 
Early Childhood Education pro- 
gram at NECC, who was also my 
advisor,” says Rebecca Santiago- 
Latulippe. 

Latulippe graduated from 
NECC with an associates degree 


looked at as a stepping-stone for 
people who want to take advan- 
tage of a local, low cost commu- 
nity college. 

“At first I was going to just 
transfer out and take the remain- 
der of my classes for my bache- 
lors at Salem State or another 
four-year school, but after hear- 
ing about the joint admissions 
program I am considering staying 


After hearing about the automatic 
admission program I am considering 
staying at NECC and finishing up my 


Associates degree. 


-Karyn Hickey 


in Early Childhood education, 
she went on the earn her bache- 
lors degree in Early Childhood 
Education and Spanish from 
Salem State. 

“I started my schooling at 
NECC because I knew I didn’t 
have to worry about transferring 
my credits because this school 
had such a great relationship with 
other state colleges,” Stated 
Latulippe. As written in previous 
campus life articles, NECC is 


Lawrence for Haiti 


fundraising luncheon 


The Haitian earthquake has called many caring 
people into action. To support the earthquake relief 
efforts in Haiti, El Cesar Restaurant in Lawrence is 
holding a fundraising luncheon. 

Northern Essex Community College alumna 
Awilda Pimentel helped to plan the fundraising 
effort, which will take place at the restaurant on 99 
Essex St. in Lawrence. The fundraiser will be held 
on Saturday, Jan. 30 from 12:30 to 3 p.m. The 
restaurant will be providing lunch for those that will 


be attending. 


The PACE program at NECC has answered the 
call and has sent notification of the event to most of 
its students and hopefully this will be echoed to oth- 
ers in the NECC community. 

The proceeds will be going to the Clinton Bush 
Haiti Fund which has been leading fundraising 
efforts. Donations of any amount, $5,$10,$20 or 
more, are accepted and any check contributions 


compassion into action. 


- Stephen Ndungu, News Editor 


should be made to the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund. 
Please invite friends and family and help us turn 


at NECC and finishing up my 
associates degree, I only have 
about four classes left,” Karyn 
Hickey a NECC Physical 
Education major. 

“It was a very easy transition 
from NECC to Salem State. All 
my credits transferred over 
smoothly and the classes there 
were on the same level as the 
ones at NECC,” Latulippe said. 

After earning your associates 
degree from NECC you are able 


Accessible higher learning 


to work in your field while con- 
tinuing your education, which 
would allow you to experience 
hands on work in your chosen 
profession while helping you 
earn money. Some state schools 
that have a partnership with | 
NECC for the joint admission 


program are Salem _ State, 
Bridgewater State, Fitchburg 
State, FraminghamState, 


Massachusetts College of Art, 
Mass Maritime Academy, Mass 
College of Liberal Arts, 
Westfield State, Worcester State, 


University of Massachusetts 
(Dartmouth, Amherst, Boston, 
Lowell). 


“My advisor was by my side, 
counseling me through the whole 
transfer process. My department 
was very small with only about 
eight of us who graduated in my 
class so I was very fortunate to 
have an understanding advisor 
who gave me all the information 
I needed to continue my educa- 
tion at a four year school.” 
Latulippe said. Many of this 
information can be given to you 
by your NECC advisor, or you 
can go onto the Massachusetts 
Community College Web site 
which is a great source for any 
information you ar looking for 
regarding the transfer policies for 
all community colleges. 


Perfectly | 
priced pizza 


Alum manages shop 
that offers students 
affordable food 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


Upon being released from class 
students at NECC really just want to 
relax. 

After sitting down in lonely 
vending machine alley and waiting 
for another class to start the thought 
of food begins to arise in many stu- 
dents’ minds. 

The desire for anything, even for 
a simple candy bar, becomes over- 
whelming. So, you reach into your 
pocket to finds all your quarters have 
vanished. Where is a tissue or friend 
during these difficult times? Then we 
realize our decisions have led to 
heartbreak because we spent all our 
money on paltry egg salad salads the 
week before! Our parents are going 
to be so ashamed of our foolishness, 
leading to endless hours of the masti- 
cation of our fingernails while we are 
suppose to be dreaming. 

Let's face it, the food prices at 
NECC may have driven many of us 
to incomprehensible measures, 
which may or may not include eating 
out of out of the trash or bringing our 
lunches from home. 

Luckily there is a safe haven only 
a short drive away from NECC, Pizza 
Pros. restaurant located on Main 
Street at the former Biggie’s pizza 
location. 


At Pizza Pros., NECC students 
can get a large cheese pizza for $6.50 
and 10 percent off all other regularly 
priced items with their student ID. 

Why waste our money on the 
overpriced small portions offered at 
campus eateries? By putting in a little 
extra pocket change you can buy a 
large pizza for sharing with friends 
and classmates. Trust me, it is worth 
your money when you win “yummy” 
points from a person you like. 

The General Manager of Pizza 
Pros., Alex Bromberg, is an NECC 
alumnus and knows what hungry 
NECC students want - tasty, afford- 
able food. 

“We want to offer an alternative 
(to campus food) to students,” 
Bromberg said. 

They really are “Pizza Pros” too, 
producing pizza in a timely manner 
that is mouthwateringly delicious. 

After tasting this pizza with the 
perfect sauce-to-cheese ratio it will 
be impossible to go back to dining on 
prepackaged sandwiches ever again. 

The Pizza Pros. menu isn't just 
limited to pizza. They have a variety 
of different options to satisfy all 
tastes. Some of the items include 
pasta dinners, calzones, salads and 
even seafood. 

“We have fried dough which 
everyone raves about,” Bromberg 
said. 

Pizza Pros. is definitely worth 
checking out. They are located a 628 
Main Street in Haverhill. To get pizza 
delivered to campus in Haverhill call 
978- 241-7353. 


A die-hard fan speaks 
out for Conan 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


I was 12 
years old when 
Conan O'Brien 


debuted in 
1993. A 
young kid 
skating 
through puber- 
ty, who lived 


primarily on 
ham and 
cheese Hot Pockets and probably 
didn't shower as often as I should, 
and even then I was a raging insom- 
niac. 

The fresh-faced redhead was 
something new to me. I was com- 
pletely oblivious to the entire 
Leno/Letterman controversy as | 
watched the Power Rangers, not the 
late night newscasts. I instantly liked 
his humor, his portly sidekick, his 
whole demeanor and I rarely would 
miss an episode over the next 17 
years. 

My father was a huge fan of the 
Fox show Married with Children and 
I remember him saying that he liked 
Al Bundy because no matter how bad 
his day was he knew that Bundy's day 
would be worse. It's not a farfetched 
notion. We all become involved in 
shows whether you watch the island 
inhabitants of Lost, laugh at the over 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Nothing barbaric about a fan’s loyal 


the top racism of Archie Bunker, or 
become completely entranced in the 
dramatic court procedures on Law 
and Order. We all have the one show 
we were fanatic about, where you 
cheer for your favorite characters and 
chide the ones who go against them. 
Even in sports, we rally around our 
favorite teams and our favorite play- 
ers, showing the character doesn't 
need to be fictional to garner our 
attention. 

For me back then, all the way 
through high school and college, it 
was the X-Files, Friends with Conan 
keeping me entertained all those 
sleepless nights. 

With the fallout from the entire 
controversy, some people are won- 
dering why it's such a big deal. The 
fact is that any diehard fan of O'Brien 
doesn't just like his show, they like 
him because they got to watch him 
evolve. Transforming from the young 
novice straight from SNL to the com- 
edy veteran of nearly two decades 
was not only entertaining to watch, 
but also a pleasure. 

Many standout moments linger 
even years after, one of my favorites 
I just recently found online of Conan 
trying to cheer up a sullen Tom 
Hanks at Christmas by giving him a 
huge present that turned out to be the 
corpse of his former costar Hooch. 
Another where he joins a league of 
historians who reenact 1800's style 
baseball was always another favorite, 
along with him going apple picking 
with Mr. T. Introducing us to the bril- 
liance of Robert Smigel and Triumph 
the Insult Comic Dog was another 


highlight, along with Preparation H 
Raymond, The FedEx Pope, and the 
cactus chef playing ““We Didn't Start 
the Fire” on a flute. Conan's humor 
has always been completely arbitrary, 
but strictly his own which is what 
helped jumpstart The Simpsons and 
the hugely popular early 1990's era of 
SNL when we served as a writer for 
both of those shows. The late night 
show he inherited from Letterman 
would be his stomping grounds for 
his entirely unique comedy brand 

The rallies, protests, and online 
campaigns come not just from the 
love people have for his entirely 
unique comedic brand, but also 
because it was always evident that 
Conan was simply being himself. 
His fans always knew, because he'd 
be the first one to say it, that he com- 
pletely appreciated his place on TV 
and the chances that had been afford- 
ed him. Conan would never pander to 
his guests; he would engage them and 
entertain them just as much as his 
audience. 

The intense reaction stems from 
how he was publicly humiliated and 
chastised by the NBC executives, 
many who wanted him to adapt his 
style to the more advertising friendly 
Tonight Show. But Conan and his 
fans alike didn't think there was any- 
thing to change, we all liked him the 
way he was. While it may have ulti- 
mately cost him six months on the 
air, in the end it was worth it as 
Conan being anything other than 
exactly who he is to his fans and to 
himself, unacceptable. 
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Conan O’Brien has received a large amount of public 
support during his bitter dispute with NBC. 


Jackson brings ‘Bones’ to life on screen 


Quality actors make 
screen adaption 
a smash hit 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


“My name is Salmon, like the 
fish. First name, Susie. I was fourteen 
years old when I was murdered on 
December 6th, 1973.” 

If you haven't taken it from the 
fact that they openly tell you in the 
television advertisements, the first 
voice over you hear in the film will 
let you know that things don't turn 
out so well for young Susie Salmon 
in the latest film from Academy 
Award winning director Peter 
Jackson. 

Jackson, who helmed the direc- 
tor's chair for The Lord of the Rings 
trilogy and King Kong, takes on a 
movie that isn't a “whodunit”, but 
rather deals with the aftermath of the 
young girl's murder. The two things 
the audience knows going into the 
film is that Susie is dead and that she 
was murdered at the hands of next 
door neighbor George Harvey, 
played by an uber creepy Stanley 
Tucci. 

The film, based on the novel by 
Alice Sebold, focuses on the late 
Salmon girl, who is living in a self 
imposed limbo, caught between the 
real world and the afterlife because 
her murderer remains at large. As 
Susie's parents (Mark Wahlberg and 
Rachel Weisz) and younger sister 
deal with their suffering, Susie 


attempts to lead them to clues about 
her fate from her dreamy, CGI world. 
As her family can still “feel” her, her 
father becomes more and more 
obsessed and her murderer much 
more nervous as the truth becomes 
closer and closer to being revealed. 

Susie herself is played by a rela- 
tive newcomer in Saoirse Ronan. 
Ronan was cast by Jackson when she 
was still virtually unknown, but very 
shortly thereafter she was nominated 
for an Academy Award for Best 
Supporting Actress for her role in 
Atonement as the younger sister of 
Keira Knightley. All this at the ripe 
old age of thirteen. During the brief 
interactions we get with Susie and 
her family before the murder, Ronan 
shines, bringing a much needed sense 
of humanity to the girl. After the act, 
she is still effective, but by essential- 
ly acting in front of-a green screen 
due to the CGI world she inhabits, 
there is only so much somebody can 
do. 

Mark Wahlberg isn't anything 
special as her father, but that's 
because Mark Wahlberg isn't an espe- 
cially good actor. He in fact stepped 
into the role just a few days before 
filming, as Ryan Gosling left the film 
due to creative differences. Rachel 
Weisz is an Academy Award winner 
who has virtually no screen time after 
the first half hour of the film. When 
she does, she is crying and mourning 
for her daughter and not much else. 
The film would have been far more 
effective had it reversed the roles of 
the two parents, limiting Wahlberg's 
screen time and taking full advantage 
of Weisz's immense talents. 

Young Rose Mclver is very good 
as Susie's younger sister Lindsey, 


who also suspects something is not 
quite right with their neighbor. At one 
point she is caught breaking into his 
house looking for evidence when he 
unexpectedly returns home. This is 
one of the most tense portions of the 
movie that had people in the theater 
openly gasping. Susan Sarandon 
arriving as the grandmother is the 
one part of the film that falls com- 
pletely flat. She is supposed to pro- 
vide comic relief in a movie about a 
murdered teenager. I'm sorry but that 
just doesn't work and it took me com- 
pletely out of the film when she is on 
screen. 

The standout performance here 
belongs to Stanley Tucci who com- 
pletely dominates his fellow actors 
and steals every scene he is in. He 
plays Harvey with a disturbing 
nuance not many people could pull 
off, going from the smiling next door 
neighbor to a man calm in the 
moments before his crime, a predator 
with shiny teeth who carries out his 
act with such an air of nonchalance. 
That is what makes Tucci so effective 
and highly disturbing. He was nomi- 
nated for a Golden Globe for his per- 
formance, but lost. An Oscar nomina- 
tion for Best Supporting Actor should 
be a lock.. 

This film has received mixed 
reviews, mostly commenting on the 
CGI overwhelming the film, but 
praising the acting. I actually didn't 
think the CGI was overused, how 
else are you going to create the limbo 
between heaven and Earth? On the 
other hand it seemed quite generic as 
far as effects go and I would have 
liked to see a bit more innovation 
used. It is important to note that the 
murder of Susie does not take place 


THE STORY OF ALIFE ANG EVERYTHING THAT CAME AFTER 


Photo courtesy of DreamWorks Pictures 


Stanley Tucci delivers a standout performance, 
making The Lovely Bones the best movie of 2010. 


on screen and this only helps to build 
the film to an even higher level by 
skipping the unnecessary violence. 
Although the film focuses on an 
afterlife, it thankfully completely 
avoids preaching and becoming a 
morality tale like in a more heavy 
handed film of the same subject mat- 
ter, What Dreams May Come. I was 
also left happy, but dissatisfied with 
the end of the film. It left me feeling 
like I wanted more, especially in 
regards to the final fate of Harvey. 
The Lovely Bones isn'ta ground- 
breaking film and certainly not an 
instant classic as Jackson's other 


films were. Though faulty in places, 
Jackson's direction remains consis- 
tently good and it never drags when it 
easily could. Ronna's strong perform- 
ance helps guide us through the 
rough spots, but the film is carried 
mainly on Tucci's back.. The film 
will leave everybody with a differing 
opinions and I believe it to be a posi- 
tive thing that in the end, people will 
all take something different away 
from it. That ability to cause discus- 
sion coupled with Tucci's must see 
performance are enough for me to 
recommend seeing this film. 


& 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff fran 
AP wire reports 


1 year in, Obama facing 
perilous economic choice 


WASHINGTON — One 
year in, President Barack 
Obama faces a perilous eco- 
nomic choice. He can't pull 
back the stimulus too quick- 
ly, despite the public's con- 
cerns about rising deficits, 
because that could kill a 
fragile recovery. If he steps 
too hard on the accelerator 
to create more _ jobs, 
responding to another voter 
imperative, he risks feeding 
inflation and restarting the 
dangerous cycle. + 

The GOP Senate upset in 
Massachusetts shows that 
the political risks of any 
bold move are enormous. 

Either way, the road 
ahead probably means 
painfully slow job creation 
accompanied by more govy- 
ernment debt and higher 
taxes. 3 

"Without significant 
changes to tax and govern- 
ment spending policies, the 
budget outlook will deterio- 
rate rapidly even after the 
costs associated with the 
financial crisis abate," said 


_Mark Zandi of Moody's 
Economy.com, a_ former 


adviser to Republican Sen. 


John McCain who now 
counsels congressional 
Democrats. 


When Obama took office 
in January 2009, financial 
markets were teetering, jobs 
were evaporating and global 
economic activity was tank- 
ing faster than in the 1930s. 
A depression seemed immi- 
nent. 

Now the economy is 
back from the brink, thanks 
largely to the most aggres- 
sive global government 
intervention in history. 


Biden: US to appeal dis- 
missal of Blackwater case 


BAGHDAD ~- The U.S. will 
appeal a court decision dismiss- 
ing manslaughter charges 
against five Blackwater 
Worldwide guards involved in a 
deadly 2007 Baghdad shooting, 
U.S. Vice President Joe Biden 
said Saturday. 

Biden's announcement after 
a meeting with Iraqi President 
Jalal Talabani shows just how 
diplomatically sensitive the inci- 
dent remains nearly three years 
later. A lawyer for one guard, 
noting that word of the intended 
appeal came in Iraq, accused the 
Obama administration of politi- 
cal expediency and the U.S. was 
pursuing an innocent man, rather 
than justice. 

Blackwater security contrac- 
tors were guarding U.S. diplo- 
mats when the guards opened 
fire in Nisoor Square, a crowded 
Baghdad intersection, on Sept. 
16, 2007. Seventeen people were 
killed, including women and 
children, in a shooting that 
inflamed anti-American senti- 
ment in Iraq. 
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NECC community 
reacts to 
Scott Browns win 


By AARON Foss 
Staff Writer 


The surprising election of Scott 
Brown last week as the successor to 
Ted Kennedy's U.S. Senate seat split 
many Massachusetts residents along 
political lines. The students and fac- 


ulty of NECC are no different. 
The NECC 
bookstore was 


buzzing with stu- 
dents and political 
thetoric the day after 
the election. One 
apparently _ disen- 
franchised employee 
jokingly interjected, 


“Don't bring up poli- 
tics in here.” 

Two other 
employees, Amy 


Maltais and Heather Davis, were 
both in favor on Scott Brown. 
Maltais held nothing back as she 
radiated at the potential difficulties 
Brown's win could bring for 
President Obama in the future. 

“If it puts a frown on Obama's 
face, it makes me happy. If it screws 
up his day, it makes my day,” she 
said. 

“I'm proud Massachusetts speaks 
for itself and doesn't have to stick 
with its liberal roots,” Davis added 
with a smile on her face. 


ssachusi 
from blue to Brown 


While the booksellers were firm- 
ly in support of Brown, Linda Shea, 
the director of library services, was 
concemed about Brown's stance on 
what she called her “two big issues.” 

“His record of support for higher 
education has not been good. I'm also 
very concerned he may be the force 
behind stalling the president's health 
care initiative,” she said. 

While she may not like the elec- 
tion results, she was not surprised by 
them as many others were. 

“T would have been surprised two 
months ago, but not after watching 


Massachusetts is still a “blue” state, 
but...Democratic and independent 
voters have the power to color things 
red, and they certainly went on a 
painting spree this time! 
— Professor Richard Padova 


the campaign,” said Shea. 

One disappointed Coakley sup- 
porter of had his own side to argue as 
to what went wrong for his candi- 
date. 

“She wasn't the strongest candi- 
date to put up and I think it was taken 
for granted that whoever won the pri- 
mary on the Democratic side would 
win. Still, it's shocking,” said Jared 
Miller. 

History and Government 
Professor Richard Padova echoed the 
surprise Miller felt. 


etts goes 


“His come-from-behind win was 
certainly astonishing. Coakley was 
ahead by as much as 31 points early 
on in one poll. For Brown to erase 
her 31-point lead and then end up 
beating her by a healthy five points is 
truly remarkable,” said Padova. 

Padova called Brown “a good 
campaigner with the right message in 
troubling times” and felt he was 
“running against a weak candidate 
who took things for granted and ran a 
gaffe-prone campaign.” 

Padova also spoke about the 
image of Massachusetts as a demo- 
cratic stronghold. 

“If you look at 
party registration, 
Democrats __out- 
pum ber 
Republicans — in 
Massachusetts by 
three to one, so in 
that sense it still is 
a “blue”. state. 
But, of course, 
Democratic voters 
are not obligated 
to vote for 
Democratic candidates. i 

Republican candidates Ronald 
Reagan in 1980, William Weld in 
1990, Mitt Romney in 2002, and now 
Scott Brown in 2010 all proved that 
with the right message, coupled with 
voter dissatisfaction, victory can be 
had,” said Padova. “Overall, 
Massachusetts is still a “blue” state, 
but as always, disenfranchised 
Democratic and independent voters 
have the power to color things red, 
and they certainly went on a painting 
spree this time!” 


Three cars broken 
into on campus 


College, police 
warn drivers to 


remove valuables 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


According to Haverhill Police as the 
holidays approached they saw an 
increase in car breaks and thefts, and this 
was also true on the NECC campus. 

Several break-ins were reported 
from NECC on a single day before win- 
ter break. 

According to Haverhill Police, three 
cars were broken into at the college on 
Wednesday, Dec. 16. 

The cars of three students were bro- 
ken into while they were parked on cam- 
pus. Two break-ins occured in lot #4 of 
the C building and one in lot #1 of the 
Tech Center. 

The break-ins were reported to 
Haverhill police at 1:44 p.m. 

Police said they spoke to one of the 
students who told police her car was bro- 
ken into and her wallet containing her 
driver's license, scuba diver’s license and 
bank card was stolen. 

Also taken was a bag that contained 
a camera and a GPS device, police said. 

Another student said his car was 
broken into and his radio was stolen 
from the dashboard along with his 
Verizon cell phone, police said. 

Police said another student whose 
car was broken into told police his black 
iPod 120G was stolen from his vehicle. 


The following day, on Thursday, 
Dec. 17, a campus-wide email was sent 
out waming students not to leave valu- 
able items in their vehicles. 

This email was the first public state- 
ment released by the college regarding 
the recent thefts on campus. 

“This is an opportunity to tell stu- 
dents do not leave valuables in your 
car,” said Sue Wolfe, vice president of 
finance and administration. “You're 
inviting someone who has a window of 
opportunity to grab them.” 

According to security reports, a car 
was also broken into on Tuesday, Dec. 1 
at 2 p.m. in lot #1 of the Tech Center. 

The NECC campus has seen a spike 
in car break-ins and thefts during the 
past year. 

From April to December 2009, six 
cars were stolen and eight broken into on 


Both police and school officials 
wamed drivers to keep their valuables 
out of sight and doors locked. 

“The best deterrent is to lock your 
car and to conceal from view or take 
with you your valuable possessions,” 
Capt. Alan Ratte of the Haverhill Police 
said. 

Also on Wednesday, Dec 16, there 
was a report of an unwanted person on 
the NECC campus at 7:37 p.m, accord- 
ing to Haverhill Police. 

According to security reports, a stu- 
dent was allegedly drunk and causing a 

Joshua Hennessy, 23, of North 
Andover, was arrested at 8:02 p.m. at 
NECC and charged with disorderly con- 
duct and possession of marijuana. 


this security log has been compiled 
to inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill 
campus. This log covers incidents 
between December | to 16, 2009 . 


Tuesday, Dec. 1 - A car was bro- 
ken into in lot #1, 2 p.m. 


Friday, Dec. 4 - A hit and run was 
reported in lot #6, 12:05 p.m. 


Tuesday, Dec. 8 - A wallet was 
stolen from an office in the library, 
12 p.m. 


Wednesday, Dec. 16 - A drunk 
student was disturbing classes in the 
C and E buildings. Police were called 
and the student was arrested, 7 p.m. 


Wednesday, Dec. 16 - A car was 
broken into in lot #4, 1:10 p.m. A car 
was broken into in lot #4, 1:30 p.m. 
A car was broken into in lot #1, 2 
p-m.-Haverhill police were called. 


World News 


Campiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 
er 8 EE SE ae 


another survivor found 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — 
Hundreds gathered for the funer- 
al of the archbishop of Haiti's 
stricken capital Saturday, a rare 
formal ceremony that captured 
the collective mourning of a shat- 
tered nation where mass graves 
hold many of the dead. 

Meanwhile, as the U.N. said 
the Haitian government had 
declared an end to searches for 
living people trapped in the rub- 
ble, yet another survivor was 
saved. Rescuers said they 
reached Wismond Exantus by 
digging a narrow tunnel through 
the wreckage of a hotel grocery 
store where he was buried for 11 
days. 

Exantus, who is in his 20s, 
was placed on a stretcher and 
given intravenous fluids as 
onlookers cheered. He later told 
The Associated Press he survived 
by diving under a desk during the 
quake and later consuming some 
cola, beer and cookies in the 
cramped space. 

"I was hungry, but every 
night I thought about the revela- 
tion that I would survive," 
Exantus said from his hospital 
bed. 

Authorities have stopped 
short of explicitly directing all 
teams to halt rescue efforts, and 
hopeful searchers continued 
picking through the ruins. But 
U.N. relief workers said the shift 
in focus is critical to care for the 
thousands living in $qualid, 
makeshift camps that lack sanita- 
tion. While deliveries of food, 
medicine and water have ticked 
up after initial logjams, the need 
continues to be overwhelming 
and doctors fear outbreaks of dis- 
ease in the camps. 


Rescuers pull Haitian man 
from deep under rubble 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — 
An international team of res- 
cuers unearthed a shop clerk in 
good condition from dee 
beneath the concrete and woah 
en wreckage of a hotel grocery 
store Saturday, 11 days after an 
earthquake crumbled Haiti's 
capital. 

Dozens of onlookers wear- 
ing masks against the stench of 
the city's decaying bodies 
cheered when Wismond 
Exantus, clad in a black T-shirt 
and black pants, was carried 
from a narrow tunnel on a 
stretcher and placed in an ambu- 
lance. He braced one arm with 
the other. 

"I was hungry," Exantus told 
The Associated Press from his 
hospital bed soon after the res- 
cue. "But every night I thought 
about the revelation that I would 
survive." 

Exantus, who is in his 20s, 
said he survived initially by div- 
ing under a desk when the rub- 
ble started to fall around him. 
Trapped in such a small space, 
he had lie on his back the entire 
time and survived by drinking 
cola, beer and cookies. 


Athletes give aid 


Leagues and players 
team up to raise 
money for Haiti 


By Matt McCarron 
Sports Editor 


i In today's 

society profes- 
sional athletes 
are adored and 
admired as 
role models, 
but in a world 
with a 24/7 
4 "news cycle, 
many athletes don't always fulfill 
their end of the bargain. However, on 
Friday Jan. 22 members of the New 
York Knicks and Los Angeles Lakers 
took to the court with an added goal 
in mind. 

During halftime former President 
Bill Clinton made an announcement. 
Players being represented by the 
Wasserman Media Group would 
donate $1,000 for every point they 
scored. Lakers forward Pau Gasol, 
guard Jordan Farmar, and Knicks for- 
ward Danilo Gallinari all took part 
during the game. 10 players in all 
participated at Madison Square 
Garden. The players at MSG weren't 
the only ones pitching in, a total of 47 
players from the agency pledged to 
donate a minimum of $500,000 to the 
Clinton-Bush Fund. 


During the halftime interview 
Clinton commended the men and 
women of the United States armed 
forces, as well as many civilians who 
have traveled to Haiti to help in the 
rescue effort. 

“Every American should be very 
proud of your country, the military 
and the civilian people have done a 
great job down there helping to save 
lives,” said Clinton. 

President Clinton had just 
retumed from Haiti, and saw the dev- 
astation caused by the earthquake. He 
witnessed firsthand how dire the situ- 
ation is and urged people to donate 
whatever they can. 

“Unless you've seen something 
like that you can't imagine what it's 
like. Every bare space of ground has 
someone sleeping on it. Over a mil- 
lion people without a place to lay 
their head at night, a million people 
need food, a million people need 
clean water. Every hospital ground is 
full of children laying on the ground 
needing surgery,” Clinton said. 

There has been an outpouring of 
support for the Haitian people from 
NBA players and fans alike, but 
there's was one NBA player who felt 
it necessary to be in Haiti and offer 
support to his fellow countrymen. 

Philadelphia 76ers center Samuel 
Dalembert, the NBA's only Haitian- 
born player, returned to his homeland 
on Tuesday, Jan. 19. He saw the death 
and devastation firsthand. Dalembert 
saw children who were now orphans, 


people who were missing limbs. The 
sights and sounds of death were all 
around him. 

“There's no recovery room [after 
surgery] forget about that. You hear 
screaming... There's not enough alco- 
hol. There's glass [from broken win- 
dows] everywhere. People haven't 
had water for days,” said Dalembert. 

Dalembert has donated more than 
$130,000 and encouraged people to 
donate. 

In addition to the Wasserman 
Media Group and Samuel Dalembert 
contributing, the NBA and the play- 
ers’ association have partnered with 
UNICEF to bring relief to the people 
of Haiti. 

The NBA and its players aren't 
the only ones who have contributed 
to the relief effort. Red Sox designat- 
ed hitter David Ortiz planned to 
donate food and medical supplies. 
Roger Federer and other tennis stars 
raised $185,000 by putting on a 
fundraising match. The NFL and the 
players' union are contributing $1 
million to help with relief efforts. 

Fund raising has continued to 
pour in as the days go by, some from 
unlikely sourges. 

Poker players and online sites 
created tournaments to help the 
efforts in Haiti. Two major online 
sites, Full Tilt and Pokerstars have 
been contributing. Full Tilt has creat- 
ed an “Aid for Haiti” account on their 
website. Anyone can donate his or 
her specified amount over $5. 


What’s next for the Pats? 


Free agency and the 
NFL draft will be 
crucial for the Pats 


By Matt McCArRRON 
Sports Editor 


December 10 was not a good day 
to be the New England Patriots. New 
Englanders watched in disbelief as 
the Baltimore Ravens dismantled the 
Patriots. On the first play from scrim- 
mage, Ravens running back Ray Rice 
ran right up the middle for an 83-yard 
touchdown. The Patriots had been 
‘dealt a knockout blow just 20 sec- 
onds into the game. Quarterback Tom 
Brady lead the offense onto the field 
in an attempttto hit back, but it was to 
no avail. Brady was pressured, hit 
and sacked numerous times during 
the first quarter. On the third play fol- 
lowing Rice's touchdown, ravens' 
outside linebacker Terrell Suggs 
stripped Brady of the ball at the 
Patriots’ 17-yard line. The rest of the 
game was much more of the same. 
The Pats were berated with boos as 

> fans voiced their displeasure. 

After the game players didn't say 
why they performed so poorly, but 
they all agreed they didn't play well 
and were outplayed. " 

“Playing the way we played 
today, we're not going to beat any- 
body, no less a good football team,” 
said Tom Brady. 

Both head coach Bill Belichick 
and nose tackle Vince Wilfork said 
the team had a normal week of prac- 
tice and that nothing was wrong with 
the team's preparation. 

“The way we played today is the 


worst we've played all year,” said 
Wilfork. “I thought we prepared well, 
but it didn't show. We got beat up. ... 
We didn't even play like it was a play- 
off game. More like a preseason 
game.” 

With the Patriots season coming 
to an abrupt end, questions remain on 
what the team must improve upon 
during the offseason. 

The Patriots ranked 11th in total 
defense, 12th in pass defense and 
13th in rushing. Although all these 
are in the top half of the NFL they 
don't tell the whole story. The 
Patriots’ secondary struggled all sea- 
son long. The secondary, mostly 
made up of rookies and veterans 
when they played teams with strong 
passing attacks. Asante Samuel’s 
departure to Philadelphia and Rodney 
Harrison’s retirement has left the Pats 
secondary without any game chang- 
ers or veteran leadership. 

The Patriots defensive line is in 
need of a revamp too. The defensive 
line was anemic in the game against 
the Ravens. They didn't get any pres- 
sure on Ravens' quarterback Joe 
Flacco. The Ravens' offensive line 
beat the Pats linemen off the ball and 
enforced their will throughout the 
game. This allowed Ray Rice to run 
wild, racking up 159 yards on 22 car- 
res. 

If the Patriots learned anything 
from the wild card beat down it's this, 
the Patriots are not longer the unstop- 
pable, invincible team they’ once 
were. Sure, they can still put points 
on the board, but the days of the 2007 
season are over. The departures of 
Mike Vrabel, Richard Seymour, Tedy 
Bruschi, and Rodney Harrison have 
left the Patriots defense depleted and 
leaderless. These four players were 


MCT Campus photo 


Brady threw three inter- 
ceptions in a 33-14 loss 


against the Ravens. 
the cornerstones of the defense. 
Without leadership on the defense the 
Patriots will continue to struggle. 
With these issue requiring atten- 
tion what the Patriots do during the 
offseason becomes all the more 
important. The Patriots general man- 
ager, along with coaches will need to 
choose carefully in this year's upcom- 
ing NFL draft, as well as trading or 
picking up players. The 2010 season 
is shaping up to be an interesting one, 
not only for the team but for their 
fans as well. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who holds the Red Sox ou 
record for lowest career 
ERA? 


2. Who scored the 
winning goal in this year’s 
Winter Classic, held at 


Fenway Park? 


3. How many Red Sox play- 


ers have had their number. 
retired? 3 


4. Did the Celtics with a NBA 
championship in 1983? 


5. How many titles did Red 
_ Auerbach win as coach of 
the Celtics? 
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EXPERIENCE SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY 


WINTER / SPRING INFORMATION SESSIONS STUDENT-TO-STUDENT INTERVIEWS AND TOURS 
2010 February 13 INFORMATION SESSION January 30 
February 16, 17, 18 March 6 February 6 
April.20, 21, 22 February 27 
TRANSFER ADMISSION April 24 


NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL SESSIONS 
OF ART & DESIGN February 12 
INFORMATION SESSIONS March 5 


February 26 
April 23 


WWW suffolk edu/visit Suffolk University Office of Undergraduate Admission Tel: 617.573.8460 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


We offer: 

* an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. 

¢ financial aid — up to $18,000 in grants and scholarships for full-time day students. 
* career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 

¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting, business administration, business 
studies, communication, graphic design, hospitality administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your degree online 
and/or at our centers in Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth and Salem, N.H., and 
Brunswick, Maine. 


Hearing so many great things about SNHU really motivated me to transfer. | was 
attracted to the great advertising program, the size of the campus (the classes 
are the perfect size for me), and the location. 


- Rebecca Scalera, SNHU transfer student 


Southern, a” 
New Hamp sae 


Univetsity 


Bethany Perkins 


Associate Director/Transfer Coordinator 


on campus. on location. online. Office of Undergraduate Admission 
b.perkins@snhu.edu | 800.642.4968 | www.snhu.edu/observer 


- 
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scl 8 

4 Actor Jonathan 

8 Role on “Cheers” 
12 Yoko __ 
13 Role on “Grey's Anatomy” 
14 Woodwind instrument - 
15 Neatasa__ 

16 “Gary __” 

18 Hard to climb 
20 “Ripley’s Believe It or __’ 
21 Orange rind 
24 Tear to bits 
28 “__ Housewives” 
32 __ Lanka 

33 Wallach and Marienthal 
34 African antelope 

35 “__ Wonderful Life” 
36 “__ in the Family” 


” 


37 Adam of “CSI: Miami” 

39 Actress Téa 

41 “__ and Again”; Sela Ward series 
42 Autumn month: abbr. 

44 “__ party, and I'll cry if I...” 

48 Goran Visnjic’s role on “ER” 

53 “__ Haw” 


Solution to Last Week's Puzzle 


(c) 2010 Tribune Media Services, inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


54 Part of a foot \ 

55 “Sarah, Plain and __”; Glenn 
Close movie 

56 “One Day __ Time” 

57 Gambler's woe 

58 “Or __!”; words of a threat 

59 “I'm with __” 


DOWN 

1 “Bad Boys” theme song series 
2 Ina __; miffed 

3 Actress Skye 

4 Hairpiece 

5 “On Our _” 

6 Diamond or ruby 

7 __ even keel 

8 “__ by Northwest” 

9 Geisha’s sash 

10 Caviar source 

11 “Presidio _” 

17 Gypsy __ Lee 

19 Actor Omar 
22 Therefore 
23 Joe __ of “Dr. Quinn” 
25 VW forerunners 
26 Gaelic language 

27 Actress Cameron 

28 “Let's Make a _” 

29 Women’s magazine 

30 Cylindrical storage tower 
31 Rotate 

35 “By the Time __ to Phoenix” 
37 __ Schroder 

38 Frozen eave hanger 

40 Beery and Wyle 

43 Carry 

45 Former leaders’ title in Iran 
46 Distribute 

47 Calendar period 

48 “__ Abner” 

49 Family card game 

50 Catholic men’s group, for short 
51 Actor Kilmer 

52 Martino and Pacino 
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HAVERHILL CAMPUS 
SPORT & FITNESS CTR. 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
Il AM—I PM 
LAWRENCE CAMPUS ~ ATRIUM 


FREE with vald Stadent/Facubty (0 
Ba, ee eee fd hg ea 


Hot Soup and Hot Chocolate 


Sponsored by the NECC Stu 8 bse — geme — nter, a part of Student Life, Div of Enrollment Management 
sd Student pia es. nforma , con nta ct the = dent En bape geme wrap nter at 978-556-3731. 
Individuals who are deaf o gis rs ofhea <eonedan CC office via the log he ervice by dialing 7-1-1 (tty) 
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